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Wherever a beautiful soul has been,
there is a trail of beautiful memories.
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A brilliant mind, a prolific pen and a beautiful soul
My first Hero, My forever guide

MY BRIEF YET MEMORABLE ASSOCIATION WITH
ARABINDA MITRA

RARE AND REMARKABLE CHARACTER

JETHU

IT IS AN IRREPARABLE LOSS FOR OUR FAMILY

| CALLED HIM BADAMAMA & THERE IS NO ONE ELSE.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF ACOMMANDING PRESENCE A

ND A WARM HEART —BADAMAMA
A HERO...
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Message

regards.

Late Mr Arabinda Mitra was very closely associated with
me during service career.Kindly covey our sincerest
condolences to the bereaved family. Namaskar and

Mr Amarananda Pattanaik.

IPS, Retd DGP

Shanti..

Members of Rotary Club, Khordha condoled the sad
demise of Late Arabinda Nath Mitra during their weekly
meeting held today evening. They prayed for ultimate
salvage of the departed soul and conveyed their wishes
to the bereaved family to with stand the great loss. Om

Condolence meeting held on 28.03.2026, Saturdaday
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A BRILLIANT MIND,

A PROLIFIC PEN AND A BEAUTIFUL SOUL
Debolina Mondol

First time in my life. | am writing
something for someone whom | didn’t
know since childhood. But, after he passed
away, | amrealizing that, there is something
more than | thought, | have towards him.

| was so young when | married into
this family and began to interact with
everyone. At the time, | didn’t truly know
anyone and | often felt a deep hesitation
about how to talk or behave. In those
moments of uncertainly, it was my big
father-in-law who stepped forward. He
made me feel so comfortable and was so
friendly that, my hesitation vanished. Every
time we meet, he treated me like his own
daughter. | have had to wonder how to act
because he made me feel like | truly
belonged.

Through he was a police officer by
profession yet he also possessed the soul
of an artist, writing beautiful books that
shared his wisdom with the world. He had
a vast knowledge of almost everything. |
may have known him for a shorter time
than some, but | loved him deeply for the
way he opened his heart to me, when | was

just starting my life in this family. May we
carry his peace and his brilliant mind in our
memories forever. Even at 78 years, he
remained incredibly active and possessed
such a liberal, open mind set.

He was a bridge between generations
someone who understand the past but
always looked forward with a modern heart.
Because he was so full of life and energy, his
sudden passing has left us all deeply
astonished. It was hard to imagine our family
gathering without his vibrant presence.
Looking at the bond, he shared with my
father-in-law, | see a lifetime of loyalty and
brotherhood.

To loose an elder brother is to lose a
guide and a piece of one’s own history. |
loved him deeply for the way he opened his
heart to me, when | was just starting my
life in this family. may his soul rest in eternal
peace. He will be deeply missed.

A brilliant mind, a prolific pen and a
heart that welcome everyone. Your
memory is our greatest treasure.

(Daughter-in-law)
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MY FIRST HERO, MY FOREVER GUIDE
Soumya (pinky)

| used to be very shy, even with my
father (Baba). But as time passed, especially
when his health began to deteriorate and
we moved to Bhubaneswar, | slowly got to
know him better. | always knew he was the
most loving and gentle person, He was not
someone who expressed his feelings openly
but he loved me and Raja (my brother)
deeply in his own quite way. In those small,
unspoken gestures, | found the warmth of
his love.

Loosing Baba is the deepest
emotional wound. It is that moment which

1 changes life forever. This creates a silence

that words often struggle to fill and yet it is
in these words that | am trying to honor the
life he lived and the love he gave.

Baba was a constant source of
strength for me. He carried wisdom in his
words and kindness in his acts. | am really
blessed to have him as my parent, my guide,
my protector and a constant source of
motivation. What make him special and
unique is he never held grudges- no matter
what life brought his way. There was a quite
strength and kindness in him. Every waking
moment, | pray to God that | can have at
least a little of that quality in me- to forgive,
to stay gentle and to carry the same
kindness in my heart. Baba loved to talk

rather | should say he was a man of stories.
He had a unique way of turning ordinary
moments into something memorable. His
stories were never rushed, they unfolded
with warmth and patience. Drawing
everyone in sometimes | would get
impatient and ask him to make them
shorter. Today | wish | had listened to every
single word a little more carefully. | will miss
those conversations- the way he would
begin a story, the pauses, the smile and the
wisdom that followed. Through he is no
longer here, his stories live on. And as long
as | remember them a part of him always
remains with me. These memories now
become treasures, reminders that love
does not end with loss.

He was a foodie at heart, but because
of his strict diet, he gave up so many of the
things he loved. Yet, instead of complaining,
he found joy in watching others eat, smiling
as if their happiness was enough for him.

Beyond all these, what really defines
my Baba was the way he was attached to
his friends. His friends were his life. And now,
as | spend time with them, talking to them,
I’m beginning to understand that he was
just as important to them. He was their life
too. Thorough their stories and memories,
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I’m discovering even more of the person he
was.

Baba, | know without you this life,
with this grief it is going to be a complex
journey. But | choose not only to mourn his

loss but also to celebrate his life, his
achievements and the countless ways he

shaped who | am today. | am proud to be
his daughter, | will try my best to carry
forward his values, his kindness and his
way of living life with warmth and
generosity.

Soumya (pinky)
Daughter
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MY BRIEF YET MEMORABLE ASSOCIATION WITH
ARABINDA MITRA

Subas C. Kumar

The sad news of the heavenly departure of W&
Arabinda Mitra was conveyed to me by Major K. P.
Mohanty. On hearing this, as | always do on such A
occasions, | prayed to the Almighty to bestow eternal
peace and tranquillity on his soul. f

Although | did not know him very closely, | had h
the privilege of meeting him on a few occasions. | vividly |
remember how warmly he appreciated my presentation
before the UGC Autonomous Body during their visit to
Prananatha College (Autonomous), Khordha, where |
was serving as Principal. His gesture of encouragement
left a lasting impression on me.

7

We met again during the birth anniversary
celebrations of the late Abani Kumar Baral. His
affectionate nature was evident when he came forward
to greet me and enquired about my well-being. Later, |
came to know that he had been a student of the same &
college much earlier, while | had joined there as a reader
and he was the President of the college. Not only he,
but his entire family is known for their warmth,
affection, and caring nature.

We deeply mourn his absence among us. While
the soul transcends worldly boundaries, we find solace
in the belief that one day we shall all reunite.

Once again, | sincerely pray that the Almighty £
grants his soul eternal peace.

Former Principal,
P.N. Autonomous College, Khordha
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RARE AND REMARKABLE CHARACTER
Kailash Panigrahi

Writing an obituary for a departed relation
who had so amazing and diverse talents is
as always a difficult task, because it carries
the problem of bias.

It is a well-known truth in bureaucratic circle
that hardly there’s an officer who can
express diverse opinion or suggestions to
very tangled official issues before senior
officers including all India Cadre Officers. But
Mitra babu was such a rare and examplary
specie as to speak out his mind on difficult
issues even if the suggestion conflicted with
that of seniors.

When Odisha was ablaze amidst students
agitation in the eighties, the agitation
became very wide spread , the then Govt
decided to use force to disperse the
agitating students. Mitra babu as Assistant
Commandant refused to resort to lathi
charge the students and advised his seniors
for soft pedalling the agitated students.
Though the State Govt was dissatisfied, the

1 step led to cooling off of the agitation.

His foresight and forthrightness about very
tangled problems helped many Govt
operations , be it Naxalism, of Assam
Students agitation, or Sikh terrorism of
Punjab. He was as willing to take up these
dangerous mission as was the State Govt
to assign him these duties. He was in charge
of managing the crowd at the Jagannath
Mandir at 22 holy steps during Ratha and

other important events. He devised a new
system of entry and exit of devotees, VIPs,
Sevaks , which later became the SOP. The
same system is also in operation at Puri.

As to my queries about his superlative
problem solving abilty, his answer was
equally intriguing. He would dive deep into
his memory lanes to retrieve precious gems
of experience. He was a very famous student
leader at both the PN College and BJB college
. As such was always remained in touch with
the political leaders including Janaki Babu
and Biju Babu. He was in personal contact
with almost all members of the ruling
cabinet. He would help many distressed

officers for suitable postings without any |

qualms. Often it appeared as if he wanted
people in distress to seek his help.

One very interesting episode was his
successful adventure of saving the life of a
tiger near Paralakhemundi by retrieving the
tiger in a trap from inside of pit. Despite
cautions of forest department officers he
climbed down into the pit with a trap to
capture the injured and exhausted tiger.

An officer of highest levels of honesty and
integrity, he was also a compassionate
leader. He used his influence and single
handedly built a mini stadium at OSAP,
Jharusuguda. He would always
sympathetically help out his staff in
distress.
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A compassionate heart always goes hand in
hand with literary qualities and outpourings
through pen. He wrote commendable
numbers of short stories during his service
tenure despite shouldering official duties.
The stories carried love and compassion of
his heart, the characters reflected true
events and often persons from his life
experiences. Mitra babu was inclined to
socialist ideas and ever believed in the
concept of uplifting the distressed sections
of society for a harmonious national growth.

A man of power exacts respect while the
power of post subsists. But rare are some

now-a- days a declining specie. Hardly one
comes across such personalities who puts
his self below the general welfare of people.

| will not do justice to Mitra Babu unless |
don’t mention another rare and
remarkable character of his. No man
howsoever noble he may be fail to digest
criticism to his face . But Mitra babu had
the noblest quality of not only encouraging
others to criticize him but also had the
capacity to bear it with smile without
malice.

| pray that his noble soul rest at the holy

=~ feetof LordJagannath
who command love and respect post their
retirement and in the aftermath of . OFS
departure from physical body. Such men are (Brother-in-law)
JETHU

Sourav Mitra

Dear Jethu( Elder uncle), may your soul rest in peace! Lord Jagannath
will surely bless your departed soul. During my childhood, | remember
my grandmother saying so much about you. Many deeds conducted
by you during your school and college period reflects your personaliy,
strength, ambition, leadership quality, honesty and most importantly,
your helpful nature. My grandmother told me that you were
fascinated by police officers, duty, uniforms, etc . You always painted
pictures or drew portraits of police- officers. It reflects your strong
ambition, hardwork, determination to convert your dream into the
profession of your life. Your life will always be remembered and
cherished by us and will leave behind a strong impression on our

family.

Nephew.
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IT IS AN IRREPARABLE LOSS FOR OUR FAMILY
Dr Mamata Dey

It is an irreparable loss for our family that
Sri Arabinda Nath Mitra is no more. There
is a profound grief within me, even then
with fond remembrance, | go down down
memory lane and the picture of the day |
first entered the family of Sri Arabinda Nath
Mitra as a young bride comes vividly to my
mind. My Father-in -law had passed away
and therefore he , being my elder brother-
in-law became attentive to my needs and
ensured that | felt very comfortable and
quite at ease in my new family. He used to
affectionately call me ‘Bou ma’ and |
realized at that time that he was a great
supporter of women empowerment;
because | was out of job due to a transfer,
but he persuaded my husband and insisted
that | should again join as a lecturer and
continue with my job.

Sri Arabinda Nath Mitra was the
eldest son of late Dr. Shyam Madhab Mitra.
His schooling was in BJB High School
Khordha. From his schooldays, he was a
sportsman and a dynamic leader of NCC
cadre. Later on,when he studied in P.N.
College, he became a champion in Sports
and Games and became a Senior UNDER
Officer of NCC cadets in the college. He was
a student leader and became the President
of the College Student Union in those days
when college elections were being held
annually . Being a wonderful and dynamic
team leader, he was always motivating the
students to do social work and help the poor
and downtrodden in the society. He was
interested in promoting Martial Arts and
opened a gymnasium at Khordha Club. The
youth of Khordha were attending the Gym
for their physical fitness . His heart was
brimming with patriotic feeling for the paika

revolutionaries who had fought against the
British Force ,and the first Statue of Jayee
Rajguru was installed by him in the P.N.
College premises. It was he who was the
young and dynamic Student Leader who
was moving along with the founder of P.N.
College, late Sri Prananath Patnaik in a
bicycle for collection of funds for the
development of the college .

After completing his Masters In Pol.
Science from Vani Vihar, he joined The
Odisha Police Service as Asst. Commandant.
As a police officer, wherever he was posted
, he was very sincere in doing his duty and
his extra-curricular activities were extra-
ordinary and remarkable. In battalion
campuses everywhere, he planted a lot of
trees thereby helping to protect the
environment. He was a man of varied
interests- He had won many gold medals in
Shooting in All - India compettitions has
authored many novels which have been
wellreceived, was a great devotee of Lord
Jagannath and each year, he never hesitated
to do Rath Yatra duty at Puri during the
Famous Chariot Festival at Puri. He was very
fond of socialising and was a very good
conversationist. Very popular amongst his
friends and family members because of his
friendly behaviour, helpful nature and
extremely good manners, he never
hesitated to extend a helping hand
whenever his friends and family members
were in trouble, and this endeared him to
one and all. Everybody liked him a lot
because of his towering personality and he
was indeed a gem of a person. We will
always miss him a lot and May his soul rest
in peace!

Ex. Principal, P . N .College, Khordha
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| CALLED HIM BADAMAMA

AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE.
Preeta Sarkhel

Many people knew him by different names,
but for me he was always my
Badamama.Badamama never entered a
room—he arrived like a quiet storm. Tall,
unshaken, carrying a presence that made
the air shift around him, he stood in a way
that naturally commanded attention. His
voice— deep, steady, and weighted—could
quiet aroom without effort. He was a police
officer once, but it was never just a
profession he left behind; it lived within him
always. It showed in the way he stood, in
the way he looked at people—a gaze so
commanding, so defined, it left everyone a
little stunned. As a child, | feared him. Not
because he was unkind, but because he felt
immovable—Ilike nothing could escape his
knowing. One call of my name, and my
world would fall still. Even as | grew older,
that feeling never truly left me. And yet, the
last time | saw him, something had
changed. It was my gaye holud. The house
glowed in yellow—laughter spilling from
every corner, hands stained with turmeric,
music floating warmly through the air. And
in the middle of it all, there he was—
Badamama. Standing just the same, yet

softer, quieter, as if time had gently rested
on his shoulders. He didn’t say much; he
didn’t need to. His presence wrapped
around me like something familiar,
something safe—the same voice | once
feared now becoming something | didn’t
know | would one day ache for. He moved
through the crowd the way he always did—
bringing people together, making sure
everyone felt included, holding everything
in place without ever drawing attention to
himself. That was his love—unspoken,
steady, constant. | didn’t know that
moment was quietly becoming a memory. |
didn’t know that was the last time | would
see him standing there, watching me with
that silent pride. Now, the rooms feel
different— quieter in ways | can’t explain. |
don’t have anyone else to call Badamama.
That name belongs only to him—like his
voice, like his presence, like the space he left
behind. And so | hold onto that day—my
gaye holud, him standing there—a little
tighter each time it returns to me, because
that was the last moment my world still had
him in it. | will always, always miss him.
(Niece)
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DEAR MEZDA
Tapu

Dear Mezda

Hope you are doing well in the company of
the Almighty. We are doing good
somehow.lt is unfamiliar for me to write to
you, as we speak a lot with each other. But,
knowing that | will not be able to speak to
you anymore, | am writing to you. For
me,it’s too soon to grieve, becausewe have
an immediate responsibility of carrying
your legacy forward. Writing this feels
unreal, as if the words themselves resist the
truth, we are all struggling to face. You were
not just my brother—you were a guiding
force, a steady hand, and the quiet strength
that held the family together through many
occasions, both good as well as bad.

As a child, as far as my memory goes, my
the-then thoughts were — “Youwere the
eldest because you were the tallest”.
Looking up-at-you then from down
below,has remained the same till now.You
stood like a pillar—firm, dependable, and
unwavering. In times of joy, you were the
one who amplified our happiness, and in
moments of privation, you were the first
to step forward, offering support
spontaneously.Perhaps, thetrait of being
resourceful to the people is attributed
toyour influence on me. | know, it’s too big
a shoe tofill, but as stated earlier, “we have
to carry your legacy forward”.

We debated the German goal by Andreas
Brehma against Maradona’s Argentina in
the 1990 world cup final. We discussed on

Eusebio’s dribbles& scoringcapacity; we
argued on Cristiano Ronaldo’s comparison
with Eusebio as the biggest Portuguese
Footballer.Missing to score the penalty by
Roboto Baggio in 1994 final triggered our
long discussion and itgradually sailed
towards the quality of Free kicks by Robert
Carlosin his era. Football remained our
biggest passion, and | am fortunate to know
many a thing from you about quality&
ability of past stars. The first International
Cricket Match | saw in a stadium was for
you only. It’s because of you Me and my
Younger brother could meet and shake
hand with the-then Indian Cricket
teaminside Barabati Stadium, led by Azhar,
including the great Sachin.

Staying at your Khurda House for collage
studies is the greatestperiod for me. Being
in association with suchintellectual siblings
reformed my mindset, which | am in now.
It’s there only | learned “Family bonding in
invaluable”. In numerous occasions,
including during Heart surgery of my father,
you lined up fleet of people to remain on
standby, in case there is requirement of
Blood. Every Puja, you ensure your presence
at least for a day at our maternal village-
Barda. To vyou, the sound of
enchantingmantraspurifies the whole
environment & reaches the soul deep and
how true your judgment was. | am one of
the fortunate guys, whom you send a clip/
pre-read of a story written by you. And the
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quarry call from you “How is it?” is one of
the most prised possessionsto me. Just a
week back we discussed about your plan on
releasing of your new book. Copies are
ready and we will do the release with same
vengeance, which will re-establish your
eternal presence.

Many of our discussions remained
unfinished, many issues remained un-
resolved. Surly we will carry those
discussions forward when we meet.

Remaining herewith, having an emptiness,
words cannot express,

See you Soon ... Yours — Tapu

IN LOVING MEMORY OF A COMMANDING PRES-
ENCE AND A WARM HEART - BADAMAMA
Parna Sarkhel

He was a figure who loomed large over my
childhood—both deeply respected and qui-
etly feared. As a police officer, his presence
carried an undeniable authority, and I often
found myself hesitating before speaking to
him, intimidated by his commanding nature
and unmistakably loud voice. Yet, beneath that
stern exterior was a man of remarkable dis-
cipline and dedication, someone who ap-
proached everything in life with precision.
His way of telling stories—starting from the
very beginning and unfolding each moment
with careful attention to detail—mirrored
the thoroughness that defined his career and
his outlook on life.“At the same time, he

had a warm and social side that brought
people together. He loved organizing get-
togethers, creating moments where family
and friends could gather, talk, and share
laughter. Those occasions revealed a differ-
ent side of him—one that cherished connec-
tion and community. His last WhatsApp mes-
sage, inviting us all to the Banadurga Puja at
our farmhouse in Kantabara (maternal side),
remains etched in memory—a simple yet
powerful reminder of his love for tradition
and togetherness. Today, as we remember

him, it is these layered memories—of '\\\

strength, discipline, warmth, and connec- [

tion—that continue to live on in our hearts.
Parna Sarkhel“ Niece”
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A Hero...

Every family is blessed, at some point
in time, with a hero—someone whose
presence breathes life, strength, and
inspiration into its very fabric. Such a hero is
not merely born; he rises, shaped by courage,
conviction, and an indomitable spirit.

From his early years, Sibu da stood apart. His
journey to becoming police officer
overcoming the restless exuberance and
uncertainties of youth—was no ordinary feat.
It was a remarkable testament to discipline,
determination, and the unmistakable traits of
a born leader. His achievement filled the
family with immense pride and joy, a moment
of collective celebration that seemed to
herald an even brighter future.

Yet, life, in its inscrutable ways, often
entwines joy with silence. Just when dreams
were blossoming and new beginnings seemed
within reach, an unexpected stillness
descended, leaving hearts weighed with
emotion. And in that profound moment of
transition, Sibu da revealed the true essence
of heroism—unyielding courage, unwavering
commitment, and a serene submission to
destiny—choosing to unite with his soulmate
despite every adversity that stood in his path.

To many, he was a hero in spirit; to us, he was
a hero in every sense. Tall, graceful, and

striking in presence, Sibu da carved his path
through life with resilience, rising above
every obstacle that dared to stand in his way.

I'had the privilege of a brief yet unforgettable
association with him when I became part of
his extended family as a groom. I vividly
recall the unique and endearing tradition
during the ‘bor boron’ ceremony. Just as |
prepared to proceed towards the altar, [ was
unexpectedly lifted and carried with
effortless ease, placed gently at my
destination like a cherished guest of honour.
The moment was both startling and
delightful—a fleeting experience of royal
treatment that left a lasting impression.

Only later did I discover that the person
behind this gesture was none other than Sibu
da himself—my elder brother-in-law, the
strong and protective pillar of the family. It
was then that I came to know his formal name,
Aurobindo Mitra, and felt deeply honoured
to be connected to such a remarkable
individual.

Over the years, our interactions, though
occasional, were always enriching. His
stories—woven with threads of bravery, wit,
and lived experience—Ileft an indelible mark.
Gradually, I came to appreciate the many
facets of his personality. Beneath his
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charismatic and flamboyant exterior lay a
man of profound depth—a natural leader, a
devoted family man, a disciplined officer, a
spirited sportsman, a refined gentleman, and,
to crown it all, a thoughtful writer.

He carried within him an almost luminous
aura—one that inspired confidence and hope,
as though he could bring light even in the
darkest of moments. His contributions to his
workplace were significant, marked by
dedication and integrity, while his spiritual
inclination found expression in his devotion
and reverence for the divine.

A hero is ultimately defined not by words,
but by the values he lives and the lives he
touches. By every measure, Sibu da was, and
will always remain, a true hero.

Though he may no longer walk among us,
his spirit endures—in memories cherished,
in values upheld, and in the quiet strength he
has left behind.

May his noble soul continue to inspire,
and may he live on in our hearts forever.
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Your light may be gone,
but your legacy will shine on.




In memory of life so beautiflly lived,
a heart so deeply loved.
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